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Brisbane – geography and population

Presentation Heading

Population projected to grow by ~38% by 

2036 from ~2.4m to ~3.3m (source: QLD 

Gov’t. Statistician’s Office)



Drought and water security



A significantly altered catchment

1917 2016

1914

S
o

u
rc

e
: 
H

o
b

a
n

 a
n

d
 W

o
n

g
 (

2
0

0
6

)



Goals include – (1) A water smart community, (2) a well-designed subtropical city, (3)

a healthy river and bay, (4) sustainable water use and (5) active preparation for

flooding. The strategies and plans set clear goals, outcomes and actions for Council,

partners and the community to deliver on sustainable water management into the

future.

Integrated water strategy and planning



Brisbane’s stormwater harvesting program

• 26 stormwater harvesting schemes designed and developed between 

2007 and 2016 by Brisbane City Council costing $14.7m

• 400 ML / year of stormwater harvested – open storage, closed storage

• Involving 45 community group partnerships
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Other uses such as:
Potable water generation

Cooling towers

Toilets and amenity blocks

et cetera, et cetera, et cetera 

Open water storage stormwater harvesting



Example: White’s Hill Reserve, Camp Hill



Example: White’s Hill Reserve, Camp Hill



• Reduced potable water demand 
through “fit for purpose” water use

• Improved regional water security

• Improved stormwater quality

• Reduced runoff volume and peak

• Habitat creation

• Improved waterway health

• Social amenity improvements –
revitalised and usable green space

• Community engagement = ownership

• Investment $14.7m, savings $30m

Opportunities and benefits


